Serial No. 09/788,473 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, {including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. 
Cancelled and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The 
claims as listed below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e th rough . 
When strikethrough cannot easily be perceived, or when five or fewer characters are deleted, 
[[double brackets]] are used to show the deletion. The status of each claim is indicated with 
one of (original), {currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously 
presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 13 and 15-17 in accordance with the following: 

1-12, (Cancelled). 

13, (currently amended) An e-mail client apparatus for transmitting and receiving e- 
mail messages, comprising: 

a sorting unit which sorts e-mail messages into a hierarchical structure according to 
sender addresses each comprising a plurality of labels representing different levels of 
domain names, r e ferr i ng where the first-te4he label roprosont i ng refers to a lowest level sub- 
domain and the last label refers to a top-level domain , and the sorting unit follows the 
hierarchical structure of the domain name bv referring to the labels in reverse order that the 
labels appear in the sender address : and 

a list displaying unit which displays a list comprising indicia of the labels of the sender 
addresses arranged in tree form, together with titles of the e-mail messages corresponding to 
the sender addresses. 

14, (previously presented) The e-maii client apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said list displaying unit places the label representing the top-level domain as a root 
node of the tree form and then attaches thereto the other labels representing successively 
lower levels as branch nodes. 

1 5, (currently amended) A method for displaying e-mail messages, comprising: 
sorting e-mail messages into a hierarchical structure according to sender addresses 

each comprising a plurality of labels representing different levels of domain names, r e f e rring 
where the first4o4he label repr e sent i ng refers to a lowest level sub-domain and the last label 
refers to a top-level domain , and the sorting unit follows the hierarchical structure of the 
domain name bv referring to the labels in reverse order that the labels appear in the sender 
address ; and 
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displaying a list comprising indicia of the labels of the sender addresses arranged in 
tree form, together with titles of the e-mail messages corresponding to the sender addresses. 

16. {currently amended) A computer-readable storage^ medium storing an e-mail 
client program for displaying e-mail messages that , when executed t h e e- ma il c lie nt program 
caus i ng by a compute r, causes the computer to perform a method comDrisinq4 Q - funGt i on --as: 

a sorting unit which sorts e-mail messages into a hierarchical structure according to 
sender addresses each comprising a plurality of labels representing different levels of 
domain names, r e f e rr i ng where the first4o4he label r o pr o s o nting refers to a lowest level sub- 
domain and the !ast label refers to a top-level domain , and the sorting unit follows the 
hierarchical structure of the domain name by referring to the labels in reverse order that the 
labels appear in the sender address : and 

a list displaying unit which displays a list comprising indicia of the labels of the sender 
addresses arranged in tree form, together with titles of the e-mail messages corresponding to 
the sender addresses. 

1 7. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage ^ - m e d i um storing an e-mail 
client program for displaying e-mail messages that , when executed th e o m a i l cli e nt program 
caus i ng by a computer , causes the computer to perform a method comprising: to function 

sorting unit which sorts e-mail messages into a hierarchical structure according to a 
user selectable parent-child attribute and the sender address, each comprising a plurality of 
labels representing different levels of domain names, r e f e r ri ng where the first4e4he label 
r e pr e s e nting refers to a lowest level sub-domain and the last label refers to a top-level 
domain , and the sorting unit follows the hierarchical structure of the domain name by 
referring to the labels in reverse order that the labels appear in the sender address ; anda-Hst 

displaying un i t wh i oh - d i sp l ays- a list comprising indicia of the labels of the sender 
addresses arranged in tree form, together with titles of the e-mai! messages corresponding to 
the sender addresses. 
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